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ANTOINE  R.  IVINS 

Excerpts  taken  from  an  artiele  written  by  Florence  Ivins  Hyde  in  "The  Improvement 

Era,"  July  Issue,    1954. 


It  is  a  proverbial  fact  thai  a  man's  attitude 
toward  life  is  largely  determined  by  the  ex- 
periences of  his  childhood  and  youth.  This 
platitude  is  borne  out  in  the  character  of 
Antoine  Ridgeway  Ivins.  He  has  had  a  rich 
and  varied  experience.  He  has  known  life 
in  a  small  town,  life  on  the  farm,  with  its 
breeding  of  fine  horses  and  cattle,  life  in  the 
universities  of  Mexico,  Michigan,  and  Utah 
(from  which  he  was  graduated),  life  as  a 
manager  of  groups  of  foreign  workers,  and, 
most  valuable  of  all,  years  of  service  in  his 
Church,  all  of  which  has  made  him  a  man 
of  understanding  and  sympathy  with  the 
problems  of  others. 

Antoine  was  born  May  11,  1881,  in  St. 
George,  Utah,  the  eldest  son  of  Anthony 
Woodward  Ivins  and  Elizabeth  Ashby  Snow. 
The  Ivins  family  consisted  of  four  boys  and 
five  girls,  the  eldest  son  having  died  in  infancy. 

From  his  childhood  Antoine  was  very  close 
to  his  father.  Being  the  only  boy  in  the 
family  for  several  years,  he  travelled  with 
him  whenever  it  was  possible.  On  these  trips 
made  by  team  and  buckboard  or  by  saddle 
horse  and  pack  horse,  Antoine  and  his  father 
often  managed  to  take  a  day  to  fish  or  hunt. 

When  Antoine  was  about  fifteen  years  of 
age  the  family  was  figuratively  lifted  out  of 
the  town  of  St.  George,  Utah,  and  transplanted 
into  a  small  town  in  a  foreign  country  —  the 
town  of  Colonia  Juarez,  Chihuahua,  Mexico, 
where  his  father  had  been  made  president  of 
the  Mexican  Colonization  and  Agricultural 
Company,  and  the  first  president  of  the  Juarez 
Stake. 

As  time  went  on  Antoine  was  ready  for 
more  education  than  the  local  schools  could 
provide,  and  so  he  was  sent  to  Mexico  City, 
where  he  entered  the  School  of  Jurisprudence. 
While  in  the  city  Antoine  lived  with  the  few 
missionaries  who  were  there  at  the  time,  at- 
tending meetings  with  them  and  meeting  the 
Saints.  He  was  the  official  renresentative  of 
the  Mexican  Coloniration  and  Agricultural 
Company. 

Soon  after,  having  spent  thirteen  years  on 
this    mission,    another    chansre    came    to    the 


family.  His  lather  was  called  to  the  Apostle- 
ship  which  required  a  move  back  to  Utah. 
Here  Antoine  re-entered  the  University  of 
Utah,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  His 
record  at  the  "U"  was  excellent. 

The  next  important  event  in  his  life  was 
his  marriage  to  Vilate  Romney.  Vilate  had 
never  been  accustomed  to  any  kind  of  country 
life,  but  she  went  uncomplainingly  with  her 
husband  to  manage  his  father's  farm  in  Enter- 
prise, Utah.  However,  in  the  spring  of  1920 
he  was  appointed  to  aid  in  the  development 
of  the  new  Lund  Home  for  Boys  in  Center- 
ville,  Utah,  having  charge  of  the  Agricultural 
division  of  the  school.  While  he;e  he  was 
called  to  manage  the  Church  sugar  plantation 
in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  where  they  were 
active  in  the  Church  organizations,  Vilate 
doing  temple  work  during  the  ten  years 
residence. 

After  the  October,  1931,  general  conference 
Antoine  was  set  apart  in  his  present  position 
in  the  Quorum  of  the  Seventy,  having  assumed 
the  presidency  of  the  Mexican  Mission  the 
previous  August. 

Since  his  release  from  this  mission,  he  has 
spent  his  time  in  the  work  of  the  Quorum  of 
the  Seventy.  Elder  Ivins  speaks  and  writes 
Spanish  well  and  has  spent  many  arduous 
months  in  translating  books  and  pamphlets 
from  English  into  Spanish  for  use  in  the 
mission  field,  all  of  which  has  absorbed  most 
of  his  time.  With  Eduardo  Balderas  he  has 
translated  the  temple  ceremony  into  Spanish. 
For  several  years  he  acted  as  treasurer  for  the 
Great  Salt  Lake  Council  of  Boy  Scouts.  He 
is  at  present  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Hotel  Utah  and  the  Layton  Sugar  Company. 

Antoine  R.  Ivins  is  an  inveterate  reader,  with 
the  ability  to  recognise  the  vital  parts  of  a 
book  or  article.  He  has  always  been  a  man 
of  unquestioned  honesty  and  integrity.  He 
is  completely  loyal  to  the  Church  and  its 
teachings.  In  his  sincere  manner  he  is  con- 
stantly trying  to  impress  upon  his  family  and 
their  associates  what  adherence  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  gospel  will  mean  to  them  and 
the  advantages  he  knows  will  come  from 
Church  participation. 
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TEMPLE  CONSTRUCTION  IN  cared  for.  Many  unusual  plant- 
FINAL  STAGES:  All  efforts  to-  ings  of  native  trees,  shrubs  and 
ward  completion  of  the  magnifi-  flowers  are  to  be  found  about 
cent  Los  Angeles  Temple  are  the  grounds.  Impressive  also  is 
pointing  toward  a  prooable  dedi-  the  plantings  on  the  roof  gardens 
cation  date  during  the  first  week  of  the  annex. 
in  December. 


Work  is  moving  ahead  rapidly 
in  the  final  stages  with  current 
emphasis  on  landscaping,  in- 
terior decorating  and  furnishing 
of  the  beautiful  edifice. 

At  the  present  time  plans  for 
public  viewing  of  the  interior 
of  the  temple  prior  to  the  formal 
dedication  are  being  considered 
by  the  First  Presidency. 

The  impressive  building  with 
the  Angel  Moroni  atop  the  high 
tower,  already  is  attracting  wide 
attention  as  a  tourist  centre.  On 
a  recent  Sunday  1,100  visitors 
were  registered  at  the  newly 
opened  Bureau  of  Information 
located  on  the  spacious  temple 
site. 

Under  the  direction  of  Soren 
N.  Jacobsen,  temple  contractor, 
the  final  stages  of  construction 
and  preparation  are  being  car- 
ried forward. 

Within  the  building  workmen 
are  making  preparations  for  the 
laying  of  carpets.  Some  felt 
pads  are  already  down  and 
nailing  strips  for  carpeting  are 
in  place. 

Under  the  direction  of  Edward 
O.  Anderson,  temple  architect, 
selections  of  draperies  and  furn- 
ishings with  full  colour  schemes 
are  being  carried  forward 
rapidly. 

Interior  painting  is  largely 
completed.  Three  prominent 
artists  are  nearing  completion 
of  the  large  murals  in  the 
ordinance  rooms. 

Large  expanse  of  lawn  are 
being     watered,     trimmed     and 


BRUCE  R.  McCONKIE 
AUTHORS  NEW  SERIES  OF 
MISSION  TRACTS:  What  new 
knowledge  about  God  has  re- 
cently come  into  the  world? 
How  does  it  compare  with  the 
teachings  of  the  ancient 
prophets?  Does  it  change,  add 
to,  or  overturn  their  testimonies? 
What  kind  of  a  being  is  God? 
How  many  Christians  actually 
know  what  kind  of  a  being  they 
worship?  Can  he  be  seen,  known 
and  described?  Can  God  be 
only  in  one  place  at  a  time?  Is 
God  a  spirit  or  a  personage?  Is 
he  without  body,  parts  or  pas- 
sions? And  what  of  the  Trinity 
or  Godhead?  How  is  the  Trinity 
three  yet  one?  And  what  char- 
acter, perfections  and  attributes 
does  each  member  possess? 

These  and  many  other  ques- 
tions about  the  Godhead  are  dis- 
cussed and  answered  in  light  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  a 
new  series  of  tracts  issued  for 
the  use  of  missionaries  in  the 
field. 

Four  in  number,  the  new 
tracts  are  printed  in  booklet 
form.  They  are  entitled:  "The 
Truth  About  God."  "What  the 
Mormons  Think  of  Christ," 
"Second  Coming  of  Our  Lord," 
and  "The  Holy  Ghost  Speaks 
Again." 

TREMONTON,  UTAH:  Pres. 
Clifton  G.  M.  Kerr  of  the  South 
Bear  River  Stake  for  the  past 
six  years,  was  appointed  by  the 

(Continued  on  page  126) 
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What  is  Spirituality? 


by  Antoine  R.    Ivins 

of  the  First  Council  of  The  Seventy. 


My  brethren  and  sisters,  I  hope  you  will 
unite  your  prayers  with  mine  that  what  1 
say  may  perchance  carry  a  helpful  and  useful 
message. 

Before  I  start  to  bear  my  testimony,  how- 
ever, the  remarks  of  the  morning  have 
prompted  me  to  recount  an  experience  that 
my  father  and  I  had  about  sixty  years  ago, 
in  the  hope  that  the  point  may  be  understood. 

We  were  driving  off  Kaibab  Mountain  one 
beautiful  day  behind  a  fine  team  in  an  Arizona 
buckboard.  Father  said:  "Antoine,  down  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  there  is  a  trail  that 
cuts  right  straight  across  the  Pipe  Springs 
and  crosses  the  Kanabwash,  in  a  convenient 
location.  We'll  take  that  trail,  and  we  won't 
have  to  go  up  to  Kanab  and  ride  over  from 
there." 

Then  he  proceeded  to  read  a  book  as  he 
always  did  when  he  was  travelling  and  turned 
the  lines  over  to  me.  It  was  not  very  long 
until  his  head  was  nodding,  and  he  was 
asleep,  and  I  have  to  confess  that  by  the 
time  we  got  to  that  turn-off  I  was  asleep,  too. 
When  we  waked  up,  we  were  five  miles  beyond 
the  place  where  we  wanted  to  turn  off,  and 
believe  me,  the  detour  turned  out  to  be  a 
rough  one.  We  did  not  go  to  Kanab.  We 
took  the  turn-off. 

When  they  were  talking  about  detours  this 
morning,  I  wondered  if  many  of  us  might 
not  be  sleepwalkers;  if  we  do  not  walk  around 
in  our  sleep,  and  all  at  once  wake  up  to  find 
out  that  the  team  has  taken  us  off  on  the 
wrong  road.  Then  we  have  to  turn  around. 
I  believe,  in  the  straight  and  narrow  road 
there  are  no  chuckholes.  If  they  are  there 
they  are  the  chuckholes  that  we  ourselves  have 
built  for  ourselves. 

Brethren  and  sisters,  it  is  sixty  years  ago 
since  father  and  I  had  that  experience.  It 
is  about  fifty-nine  years  ago  since  we  went 
to  Mexico.  During  that  time  I  have  had  op- 
portunity to  watch  the  Church  and  its  direct- 
ing Authorities  and  to  note  its  progress.  It 
is  twenty-four  years  since  I  read  in  the  news- 
paper one  day  that  I  had  a  new  assignment. 
During   those   twenty-four   years   Sister   Ivins 


and  I  have  been  moving  about  among  the 
stakes  of  the  Church  and  in  the  missions, 
trying  to  kindle  or  rekindle  the  Spirit  of  God 
in  the  hearts  of  the  members  of  the  Church. 

We  don't  make  pretence  to  tremendous  suc- 
cess in  it,  perhaps,  we  have  no  way  of  measur- 
ing our  success,  but  we  have  been  devoted 
to  the  Church.  It  has  given  us  the  great 
opportunity  to  watch  its  progress,  and  as  I 
sat  in  the  priesthood  meeting  Saturday  night, 
where  we  had  reports  that  25,000  brethren 
heard  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting,  I  was 
reminded  that  in  the  year  the  LDS  gymnasium 
was  put  in  operation,  if  my  memory  is  correct, 
the  Assembly  Hall  held  the  priesthood  con- 
gregation. 

So  there  has  been  growth.  There  has  been 
growth  in  membership  as  well  as  in  faith  and 
service,  I  believe,  in  the  Church.  The  purpose 
in  coming  here  today  —  one  of  the  major 
purposes  —  is  to  see  if  we  cannot  stimulate 
the  feeling  of  spirituality  among  the  people, 
for,  we  who  are  here,  perhaps  most  of  us, 
have  the  responsibility  of  •  carrying  back  the 
spirit  of  this  conference  to  the  people  who 
could  not  come,  to  increase  spirituality  among 
the  people. 

I  have  seen  attendance  at  our  conference 
meetings  grow  and  grow  and  grow,  until  today 
nearly  every  place  we  go  the  attendance  is 
limited  by  the  capacity  of  the  accommodations 
we  provide.  I  take  it  to  indicate,  and  I  believe 
I  am  right  in  this,  that  it  does  denote  a 
definite  increase  in  spirituality  among  the 
people. 

Now  we  have  heard  that  term  used  many, 
many  times.  It  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  define 
this  idea  of  spirituality.  I  get  no  satisfaction 
from  the  dictionary.  The  interpretation  there 
is  one  given  by  people  who  perhaps  do  not 
understand  their  true  relationship  to  God  and 
his  work. 

Since  we  are  the  spirit  children  of  God, 
I  take  it  that  the  primary  manifestation  of 
spirituality  is  an  acknowledgment  that  we  are 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  God,  and  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  our  Elder  Brother,  and  it  is 
not  surprising  to  me,  knowing  that  that  testi- 
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mony  exists  in  the  hearts  of  our  people,  that 
people  not  of  our  faith  coming  into  the  com- 
munity, as  reported  by  President  McKay  the 
other  night,  sense  an  unusual  feeling  and  spirit 
among  the  people.  The  recognition  that  we 
are  the  sons  and  daughters  of  God,  spiritually 
born  of  him,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  starting  place 
if  you  are  trying  to  define  spirituality.  Then 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  feeling  of  nearness  to 
God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  a  devotion  to  his 
cause,  and  a  determination  to  acquit  ourselves 
to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  of  the  responsi- 
bility he  has  given  us  in  life. 

I  wonder  if  that  is  a  fair  definition  of  spiri- 
tuality? It  seems  to  me  that  it  could  be.  And 
then  it's  our  problem  to  do  what  we  can  first 
with  ourselves,  and  then  with  people  who  may 
be  inclined  to  listen  to  us,  to  instil  in  their 
hearts  the  same  consciousness  that  they  are  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  God,  and  that  God  had 
a  definite  purpose  in  bringing  us  here  into  this 
life  of  mortality. 

When  you  teach  men  that,  then  there  is  a 
greater  purpose  in  life,  of  course.  There  is  a 
greater  incentive,  there  is  a  greater  motive  for 
righteousness,  and  perhaps  spirituality  could  be 
measured  by  the  degree  of  righteousness  of  the 
lives  of  people.  It  is  a  difficult  thing  because 
we  do  not  know  or  read  the  hearts  of  people. 
Frequently  we  misjudge  them.  If  we  could 
know  their  hearts,  perhaps  we  could  form  a 
correct  estimate  of  their  spirituality,  of  their 
feeling  toward  God.  That  is  difficult,  and 
from  what  has  been  said  today  I  gather  that 
there  are  many  people  who  have  not  the 
same  understandings  of  it,  who  feel  that  spiri- 
tuality and  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life  are 
separated  by  a  rather  wide  space,  and  some- 
times we  feel  that  a  man  who  devotes  himself 
assiduously  to  the  practical  purposes  of  life, 
rendering  his  share,  of  course,  in  the  Church 
service,  may  not  be  as  spiritual  as  a  man  who 
does  not  do  that,  but  who  spends  his  whole 
time  dreaming  about  the  uncertain  things  for 
which  there  has  been  no  answer. 

I  believe  we  are  wrong,  brothers  and 
sisters,  if  we  try  to  make  that  separation,  for 
I  believe  it  is  the  purpose  of  God  that  every 
honest  member  of  the  Church,  every  honest 
man  for  that  matter,  should  have  a  vigorous, 
active,  potent  testimony  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  that  God  is  our  Father,  and  then 
should  come,  through  his  prayer  and  faith, 
to  an  understanding  of  the  plan  of  salvation, 
and  you  know,  when  I  look  before  me  and 
see  the  men  who  plough  the  fields,  who  ride 
the  ranges,  and  manage  the  stakes,  I  feel 
justified  in  suggesting,  brothers  and  sisters, 
that  to  put  one  group  on  one  side  and  the 


other  group  on  the  other  side,  as  to  spirituality, 
is  a  dangerous  thing,  for  I  have  worked  with 
and  slept  with  men  who  handle  the  practical 
things  of  life,  and  at  the  same  time  apply  a 
spiritual  interpretation  to  everything  that  is 
done. 

I  believe,  as  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
say,  that  God  has  given  us  no  law  which  is 
not  a  spiritual  law,  and  the  law  of  life  is  a 
law  of  action.  I  believe  it  would  be  possible, 
with  the  exercise  of  due  faith  for  a  man  to 
apply  the  spiritual  interpretation  to  every  legi- 
timate act  of  life,  and  it  is  our  purpose  —  it 
should  be  our  purpose,  brothers  and  sisters — in 
our  relationships  with  each  other  to  strive  for 
that  spiritual  aspect. 

If  you  will  pardon  the  reference  to  my 
father,  I  would  like  to  tell  you  that  one  time 
I  walked  into  the  biggest  bank  in  this  city. 
Its  president,  who  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Church,  called  me  over,  and  he  said:  "Mr. 
Ivins,  I  pay  tribute  to  your  father.  He  came 
the  nearest  to  combining  religion  and  business 
of  any  man  I  ever  knew,"  and  then  he  said: 
"Do  you  know,  I  cannot  do  it.  I  have  to  be 
a  hard-boiled  businessman."  But  he  some 
way  or  another  came  to  realise  that  under  the 
influence  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  such 
a  combination  is  possible,  not  only  possible, 
but  to  be  highly  recommended. 

Now  brethren  and  sisters,  it  should  be  our 
purpose  so  to  combine  the  Spirit  of  God  with 
our  daily  undertakings  that  we  can  ask  upon 
everything  we  undertake  to  do,  the  blessing 
of  God,  our  Heavenly  Father;  that  we  may 
never  take  advantage  of  another;  that  we  may 
always  yield  full  service  for  the  compensation 
that  we  receive;  that  our  brethren  and  our 
sisters  will  never  have  cause  to  say  that  we 
may  have  taken  undue  advantage  of  them. 
When  we  come  to  apply  that  in  our  lives, 
this  idea  of  spirituality  will  then  be  more  or 
less  a  tangible  thing. 

Spirituality  is  not  a  thing  that  you  can  go 
to  the  market  and  buy  with  dollars  and  cents 
and  carry  home  in  a  basket,  but  it  is  a  thing 
which  you  can  absorb  in  a  gathering  like 
this.  It  has  to  be  absorbed.  It  cannot  be 
bought.  It  cannot  be  done  up  in  packages 
and  handed  to  a  neighbour.  It  must  be  ab- 
sorbed by  him  through  the  emanations  of  our 
own  spirits. 

Let  us  strive  for  it,  brothers  and  sisters. 
Let  us  seek  the  blessings  of  God  in  all  we 
do,  then  Zion  will  shine  as  a  light  on  a  hill 
which  all  the  world  can  see. 

God  bless  us,  I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 
Amen. 
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A  STALWART  MEMBER 

OF  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN   MISSION 


BY    ELDER   E.    DEE    HUBBARD 


When  getting  acquainted  with  the  saints  in 
the  Durban  Branch,  one  cannot  help  being 
impressed  by  a  small,  somewhat  reserved, 
white-haired  gentleman.  This  gentleman  is 
Cornelius  A.  Smith,  and  one  soon  discovers, 
from  the  first  warm  handshake,  that  under- 
neath the  outward  shyness  lies  a  great  love  for 
mankind,  and  a  deep  conviction  of  the  truth- 
fulness of  the  gospel. 

Brother  Smith  was  born  at  Cradock,  Cape 
Province.  September  29.  1894.  The  family 
moved  to  Port  Elizabeth,  and  from  there  to 
Bloemfontein  where  at  the  age  of  16  Brother 
Smith  started  work  for  the  Railways.  The 
Railways  later  transferred  him  back  to  Port 
Elizabeth. 

Brother  Smith  served  in  the  army  in  World 
War  I,  and  in  June,  1915,  was  married  to 
Irene  L.  lingerer.  In  November,  1917,  he  was 
transferred  to  Uitenhage.  It  was  there  that  cir- 
cumstances caused  Brother  Smith  to  leave  his 
church  and  for  nearly  four  years  he  studied  the 
Bible  and  prayed  for  enlightenment.  He  felt 
that,  from  the  way  he  was  able  to  understand 
the  scriptures,  there  must  be  a  Prophet  on  earth 
somewhere,  and  that  God  would  not  leave  his 
children  to  grope  in  darkness  on  their  own. 
Finally  in  December,  1922,  he  and  his  wife 
came  in  contact  with  the  Doller  family,  who 
were  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints.  Brother  and  Sister  Doller 
invited  them  to  attend  a  meeting  at  the  Doller 
home.  It  was  at  this  meeting  that  they  met  the 
missionaries.  After  attending  a  few  meetings 
and  praying  sincerely  for  guidance.  Brother 
and  Sister  Smith  knew  they  had  found  the  true 
church  and  asked  for  baptism.  On  the  7th  of 
January,  1923,  thev  were  baptized  by  Elders 
Clarence  Jones  and  Royal  Crook. 

Several  years  later  on  the  19th  of  January. 
1930,  tragedy  struck  the  Smith  family,  Sister 
Smith  was  called  home,  leaving  five  young 
children,  the  youngest  being  only  seven  months 
old.  At  this  time  Brother  Smith's  mother  came 
to  his  aid  and  took  care  of  the  children  while 
he  continued  with  his  work. 

On  June  8,  1931,  he  married  Johanna  Eliza- 
beth Pieterse  who  became  a  mother  to  his  five 


CORNELIUS    H.    SMITH 

children  and  brought  thirteen  more  souls  into 
the  world,  eleven  of  whom  are  living  today. 
Sister  Johanna  Smith  was  also  converted  to  the 
gospel  and  was  baptized  in  February,  1932. 

Through  the  help  of  Brother  Smith  his  own 
brother  and  sisters  were  also  taught  the  gospel 
and  all  of  his  family,  with  the  exception  of 
two  sisters,  were  baptized  into  the  church. 

Brother  and  Sister  Smith  moved  to  Durban 
in  1932,  and  with  their  family  remained  active 
in  the  Durban  Branch.  Brother  Smith  was  or- 
dained an  Elder  by  President  Fallond  in  1941. 

Brother  Smith  has  served  in  the  Branch 
Presidency  of  the  Durban  Branch  for  several 
years.  He  served  as  2nd  counsellor  for  Elder 
Lyman  Leavitt  in  1951.  Later  as  1st  counsellor 
for  Elder  Lowell  Wood,  from  November  1952 
and  in  the  same  position  under  those  succeed- 
ing Elder  Wood  until  January  of  1956. 

Brother  Smith  has  now  retired  from  the  rail- 
road, but  remains  very  active  in  raising  his 
family  and  in  doing  church  work.  Should  you 
call  on  Brother  Smith  at  his  home  almost  any 
day,  you  would  no  doubt  find  him  with  stacks 
of  records  on  the  table,  busily  engaged  in  com- 
piling the  family  geneology. 

Brother  Smith's  cheery  smile,  warm  hand- 
shake, and  faith  promoting  stories  of  his  life. 
("Continued  on  page  12M 
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At  the  close  of  the  Missionary  Convention, 
January  1954,  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan, 
having  heard  much  about  the  rapid  growth 
and  development  of  the  Orange  Free  State 
goldfields,  decided  to  open  the  area  for  mis- 
sionary work.  Elders  Merrill  B.  Hansen  and 
Royal  L.  Christensen  were  given  the  assign- 
ment of  opening  the  Welkom  Area  in  the 
Orange  Free  State.  Although  at  this  time 
Welkom  was  only  noted  for  its  famous  dust 
storms  rather  than  its  possibility  for  missionary 
opportunity.  Consequently,  it  was  considered 
by  many  as  a  place  of  banishment. 

Because  President  Duncan  had  never  been 
to  Welkom,  shortly  after  convention,  on  his 
way  to  the  Transvaal,  he  decided  it  would  be 
well  to  pass  through  the  city  and  look  over 
the  possibilities  of  this  new  area.  After  seeing 
Welkom  he  was  sadly  disappointed  and 
thought  it  would  be  well,  after  his  arrival  at 
Johannesburg,  to  reassign  Elders  Hansen  and 
Christensen  to  another  area  rather  than 
Welkom.  But  before  President  Duncan  was 
able  to  contact  these  two  elders,  they  had 
already  purchased  their  tickets.  He,  there- 
fore, decided  that  they  should  proceed  as 
having  planned  and  begin  missionary  labours 
in  Welkom. 

On  January  24th,  1954,  Elders  Merrill  B. 
Hansen  and  Royal  L.  Christensen  arrived  in 
Welkom,  being  the  first  elders  to  ever  labour 
in  that  area.  These  two  elders,  because  of 
the  existing  conditions,  found  it  very  difficult 
to  begin  missionary  work.  Being  a  new  town, 
it  was  quite  difficult  to  find  places  that  were 
suitable  to  board  and  room,  and  the  spread- 
out  condition  of  the  area  produced  a  trans- 
portation problem.  Most  of  the  first  day  was 
spent  in  trying  to  locate  a  Brother  Norman 
J.  Calteaux.  Unable  to  find  Brother  Calteaux 
and  a  place  to  stay,  they  left  Welkom  on  the 
25th  of  January  for  Johannesburg. 

After  spending  three  days  in  Johannesburg, 
in  which  they  were  able  to  obtain  more  in- 
formation about  Welkom,  which  would  help 
them  in  their  labours,  Elders  Hansen  and 
Christensen  returned,  arriving  on  the  29th  of 
January,  This .  time  they  were  able  to.  locate 
Brother    Calteaux,     and    arrangements     were 


made  for  the  elders  to  stay  with  him  and 
family  until  they  could  get  established  in 
Welkom.  The  work  began  to  progress,  but 
very  gradually.  There  were  many  good  in- 
vestigators found.  Yet  there  was  considerable 
difficulty  in  bringing  them  along  into  a  full 
understanding  of  the  gospel,  since  there  was 
no  organized  branch  or  regular  meetings  held 
in  Welkom.  The  location  of  a  place  to  hold 
meetings  was  the  factor  that  was  slowing  down 
the  progress  of  the  work.  The  first  meeting 
ever  held  was  a  testimony  meeting  on  May 
16th.  In  attendance  at  this  meeting  were  the 
two  elders  and  Brother  Alexander  Wilson,  who 
had  moved  to  Welkom  from  Springs. 

Elders  Hansen  and  Christensen  were  re- 
placed by  Elders  Dean  Jarman  and  Rulon  R. 
Fairbanks.  Although  while  in  Welkom  Elders 
Hansen  and  Christensen,  like  many  mission- 
aries, were  unable  to  see  the  immediate  results 
of  their  labours,  during  their  five  months' 
stay  in  Welkom  they  had  contacted  many  who 
were  later  baptized  by  succeeding  Elders  and 
had  established  a  solid  foundation  for  the 
Church  fo  grow. 

One  of  the  first  things  Elders  Jarman  and 
Fairbanks  tried  to  do  was  to  find  a  suitable 
meeting  place.  Attempts  were  made  to  obtain 
the  use  of  a  class  room  in  one  of  the  schools, 
but  the  school  authorities  were  not  in  favour. 
With  no  halls  available  in  the  area  it  was 
impossible  to  locate  a  place  to  held  services. 
It  was  at  this  time  that  the  elders  found 
Brother  Hugh  D.  Campbell  and  approached 
him  about  the  use  of  his  home  to  hold  services. 
He  was  very  co-operative  and  willing.  On 
July  25th,  1954,  the  first  Home  Sunday  School 
of  the  Welkom  Area  was  held.  In  attendance 
were  one  member  and  two  investigators. 

Home  Sunday  School  meetings  were  held 
from  that  time  forth  every  Sunday  evening 
at  the  home  of  Brother  Campbell  until  March, 
1955.  Then  with  the  increased  activity  and 
growth  of  the  church  work  it  soon  became 
necessary  for  the  organization  of  a  complete 
branch.  The  Lord  must  have  looked  with 
favour   on   the   members   in   Welkom   at   this 

(Continued  oti  page   124) 


124 


CUMORAH'S     SOUTHERN     MESSENGER 


August,  1955. 


Something  Intangible 
Existed 


Indeed,  like  many  other  people  in  this  world 
I  knew  that  something  intangible  existed  that 
would  give  life  its  proper  meaning  and  func- 
tion. 

The  sectarian  world  offered  scant  consola- 
tion in  its  confused  Godhead  version  and  to 
me,  of  normal  logical  abilities,  I  just  failed  to 
comprehend  how  a  plan  of  salvation  could  be 
derived  from  a  highly  improbable  and  incom- 
prehensible basic  foundation.  This  was,  of 
course,  more  unconsciously  in  the  mind  than 
consciously,  accounting,  no  doubt,  for  the 
gradual  loss  of  enthusiasm  and  interest  in  the 
sectarian  creeds,  hence  all  the  unrest  and 
misery  prevalent  in  the  world  today. 

One  memorable  evening  in  September  last 
year,  Elders  Gary  E.  Elliott  and  Ronald  P. 
Duncan  called  to  visit  Sister  Hertog,  who  had 
shortly  returned  from  Holland.  I  thank  my 
Heavenly  Father  that  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  realize  that  the  message  those  two  wonder- 
ful elders  brought  was  that  intangible  some- 
thing that  my  wife  and  I  had  unconsciously 
been  seeking  all  our  lives,  that  message  of 
light  and  life  eternal. 

Many,  many  points  had  worried  me  pre- 
viously as  regards  to  the  whys  and  wherefores 
of  our  existence  here,  and  one  of  them  was 
that  all  important  one,  authority;  all  these  and 
many  more  questions  have  been  answered,  and 
explained  in  detail. 

I  don't  want  to  bear  on  these  points  unduly 
because  we  as  members  of  the  Church  know  it 
to  be  the  only  divinely  inspired  and  authorized 
Church,  but  rather  I  want  to  pass  on  that  great 
feeling  of  happiness  and  contentment  that  fills 
my  heart  now  in  the  knowledge  that  I  have 
gained  since  being  blessed  by  membership  in 
this  glorious  Church. 

The  unity  and  happiness  existing  in  our 
home  today,  after  so  many  difficulties  and  near 
disastrous  times  past,  the  happiness  and  joy  of 
association  with  my  fellow  saints,  the  know- 
ledge that  I  am  truly  worshipping  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  my  joyful  testimony 
for  all  the  wide  world  to  see. 

I  am  very  humble  in  this  knowledge  and 
happiness,  but  would  be  happier  if  only  people 
around  us  would  realize  the  great  blessing  we 
as  members  enjoy  and  partake  of  them  with  us. 

Truly,  I  have  found  that  the  greatest  chal- 
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lenge  in  life  given  us  by  our  Saviour  is  the  duty 
of  helping  Him  to  save  our  neighbour  and 
applying  the  Golden  Rule  of  Life. 

I  feel  that  as  Latter-day  Saints  we  have  the 
greatest  chance  of  success  in  its  fulfillment  if 
we  but  keep  our  covenants  with  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 


THE  CHURCH  COMES  TO  WELKOM 

(Continued  from  page  123) 
time,  for  a  new  Masonic  Hall  had  just  been 
completed  and  was  made  available  for  the 
use  of  the  Church.  With  the  obtaining  of 
this  long  sought  after  hall,  the  first  branch 
in  the  Welkom  Area  was  organized.  Elder 
Gary  L.  Piatt,  who  had  replaced  Elder  Jarman, 
was  sustained  as  branch  president.  Later,  the 
Relief  Society,  with  Sister  Beryl  D.  Wilson 
as  president,  was  organized  along  with  the 
Sunday  School  auxiliary,  with  Brother  Wilson 
as  superintendent.  The  branch  remained  the 
same  until  June,  1955,  when  Elder  Piatt  was 
released  as  president  and  Elder  Elmer  E.  Wil- 
ford  was  sustained  in  his  place. 

As  we  look  back  upon  the  past  year  and 
note  the  progress  of  the  Church  here  in  the 
Welkom  Area,  the  members  feel  indebted 
greatly  to  the  Lord  for  the  blessings  of  growth 
and  progress  that  we  have  enjoyed.  It  is  with 
increased  enthusiasm  that  we  look  forward, 
asking  the  help  of  the  Lord  that  the  Welkom 
Branch  will  continue  in  its  development. 
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DEPARTURES 


ELDER   JENKINS 

Elder  Frank  L.  Jenkins  was  honourably 
released  from  his  mission  on  July  22,  1955, 
and  sailed  aboard  the  "Arundel  Castle"  from 
the   shores   of   South   Africa.     Elder   Jenkins 


first  laboured  in  Bloemfontein  in  the  Orange 
Free  State,  then  Pretoria  and  Johannesburg 
in  the  Transvaal,  and  then  in  Port  Elizabeth, 
where  he  completed  his  mission. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Elder  Lynn  P.  Walker  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  of  the  East  Rand  District  on 
June  27,   1955. 

Elder  Farrell  J.  Thacker  was  appointed 
Supervising  Elder  of  the  Pretoria  District  on 
June  27,  1955. 

Elder  Glen  S.  Osborne  was  appointed 
Branch  President  of  the  Benoni  Branch  on 
June  27,  1955. 

ARRIVALS 

Elders  Wallace  Hamilton  and  Kenneth  G. 
Ferguson  arrived  aboard  the  "Edinburgh 
Castle"  on  July  28,  1955.  Elder  Hamilton 
comes  from  Fort  Macleod,  Alberta,  Canada, 
and  Elder  Ferguson  comes  from  Lethbridge, 
Alberta,  Canada. 

Elder  Hamilton  has  been  assigned  to  labour 
in  the  Cape  District,  and  Elder  Ferguson  has 
been  assigned  to  labour  in  the  Transvaal 
District. 


TRANSFERS 


Name 

Elder  Lynn  P.  Walker 
Elder  Farrell  J.  Thacker 
Elder  Glen  S.  Osborne 
Elder  Lewis  Fred  Stokes 
Elder  Frank  M.  Crowther 


From 

To 

Date 

Pretoria 

East  Rand 

June  27, 

1955 

East  Rand 

Pretoria 

June  27, 

1955 

West  Rand 

East  Rand 

June  27, 

1955 

Pretoria 

Pietermaritzburg 

July   1, 

1955 

West  Rand 

Port  Elizabeth 

July   16, 

1955 

AARONIC   PRIESTHOOD   AWARDS 


As  a  reward  of  diligent  and  faithful  service 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  programme  here 
in  South  Africa,  twenty-one  received  the 
"Aaronic  Priesthood  Individual  Certificate  of 
Award."  Their  accomplishments  have  been 
an  example  for  all  to  follow  and  have  resulted 
in  untold  blesings,  received  not  only  by  the 
participants  but  by  all  branch  members.  Those 
who  have  fulfilled  the  requirements  have  been 
active  in  their  Priesthood  responsibilities  and 
are  constantly  aware  of  the  advancement  they 
have  made  and  the  happiness  received  while  in 
the  Lord's  work. 

In  order  to  earn  the  Priesthood  award  one 
must  meet  the  following  minimum  require- 
ments: 

1.  A  minimum  of  sixty  per  cent,  attendance 
at  priesthood  meetings. 

2.  A  minimum  of  fifty  per  cent,  attendance 
at  sacrament  meetings. 


3.  A  priest  or  teacher  must  fill  a  minimum 
of  twenty-four  priesthood  assignments. 
A  deacon  must  fill  a  minimum  of  thirty 
assignments. 

4.  Observance  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom  dur- 
ing the  entire  year. 

5.  Full  payment  of  tithing. 

6.  One  or  more  public  addresses  in  a  Church 
meeting. 

As  we  look  at  the  requirements  to  be  fulfilled 
during  the  year,  we  can  not  only  see  the  hard 
work  that  is  necessary,  but  we  also  see  the 
numerous  blessings  that  can  come  through  the 
accomplishment  of  the  requirements.  The 
Aaronic  Priesthood  of  South  Africa  has  made 
remarkable  strides  because  of  increased 
activity,  helping  each  member  to  understand 
and  realize  the  great  responsibility   which    he 
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A  CHALLENGE 


A  challenge  to  all  members  of  the  many 
branches  and  wards  throughout  the  Church 
has  been  set  by  Lindsay  Wiblin  of  the  Durban 
Branch   of  the  South  African   Mission. 

Lindsay  has  been  selling  little  cards  that 
are  called  "Bricks."  Each  card  represents  a 
brick  that  is  to  be  put  into  the  Durban  Branch 
Chapel.  And  every  night  after  school  Lindsay 
is  out  for  two  or  three  hours  selling  these 
bricks  to  the  people  of  Durban. 

From  the  first  of  the  year  he  has  solicited 
£123  17s.  5d.  in  donations  towards  the  building 
fund.  During  the  past  month,  while  Lindsay 
has  been  on  school  vacation,  he  has  unselfishly 
contributed  most  of  his  time  in  efforts  to 
raise  money  for  this  fund.  Last  month  alone 
he  earned,  from  the  selling  of  these  "Bricks," 
£73  10s.  3d.  It  has  been  for  such  diligent 
service  as  this  that  he  has  been  presented  with 
a  watch  and  a  Bible  story  book. 

Lindsay's  brothers  and  sisters  have  also  con- 
tributed a  substantial  amount  toward  helping 
the  branch  building  fund.  All  of  the  family 
are  active  in  the  Church  and  doing  a  won- 
derful service.  Two  of  Lindsay's  brothers, 
Alton  (18)  and  Harlan  (15),  received  the  first 
"100%"  Individual  Awards  ever  received  in 
the  Durban  Branch.  His  mother,  Sister  Mary 
Wiblin,  is  training  her  seven  children  well  and 
is  continually  encouraging  them  in  all  of  their 
Church  work. 

The  fact  that  makes  Lindsay's  challenge 
such  a  considerable  one  is  that  he  is  only 
nine  years  old,  and  that  the  vast  majority  of 
the  people  that  he  sells  to  are  not  members 
of  the  Church.  Lindsay  has  made  a  challenge 
to  all,  young  and  old.     He  is  a  missionary  in 


LINDSAY   WIBLIN 

the  true  sense  of  the  word.  Upon  attending 
the  meetings  of  the  Durban  Branch,  one  is 
always  impressed  with  the  sweet  and  indus- 
trious nature  of  Lindsay  Wiblin. 


AARONIC    PRIESTHOOD    AWARDS 
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holds  as  a  priesthood  bearer.  Because  of  this 
understanding,  the  purpose  of  life  has  been 
seen  clearly,  opening  to  view  a  keen  desire  to 
live  the  principles  of  the  gospel  and  to  do  the 
all  important  work  of  proselyting.  Numerous 
seeds  of  the  gospel  have  been  planted  in  many 
hearts  because  of  the  example  set  by  members 
of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  and  in  due  time 
those  seeds  will  blossom  forth  and  grow,  en- 
abling others  to  accept  the  truth.  May  this 
wonderful  work  continue  to  progress  as  it  has 
done  in  the  past,  giving  all  worthy  holders  of 
the  priesthood  an  opportunity  to  exercise  their 
priesthood  authority  in  building  up  the  King- 
dom of  our  Father  in  Heaven  here  upon  the 
earth. 


STALWART  MEMBER 

(Continued  from  page  122) 
are  convincing  to  all  who  know  him  that  the 
gospel  is  true.  Brother  Smith's  own  search  for 
the  true  gospel  is  a  testimony  to  all  that 
the  words  of  Christ  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  apply  to  all  .  .  .  "Seek,  and  ye  shall 
find:  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you." 


CHURCH  AROUND  THE  WORLD 

(Continued  from  page  119) 
First     Presidency     to    serve    as 
president  of  the  British  Mission. 
He     will    succeed    President    A. 
Hamer  Riser. 

President  Kerr,  his  wife,  and 
their  two  sons  plan  to  leave 
"sometime  this  fall"  for  their 
new  mission  home  in  London. 
England. 
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RAMAH   BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Wilfred  S.   Wrench, 
31    18th  Street,  Parkhurst,  Johannesburg. 

Reported    by   Noreen   Kroesen 

We  were  very  happy  to  welcome  President 
and  Sister  Duncan  and  family,  who  visited  us 
on  the  26th  June.  On  the  3rd  July,  Brother 
Spear  from  Bloemfontein  paid  us  a  visit. 

The  Primary  closed  with  a  party  at  South 
Hills.  A  Music  Festival  sponsored  by  the 
M.J. A.  and  under  the  direction  of  Sister  Signe 
Smith  was  held  on  the  5th.  The  Programme 
included  a  reading  on  the  lives  of  three  great 
composers,  and  some  very  fine  talent  was 
displayed.  A  pioneer  Party  a  la  Carte,  in 
aid  of  the  building  fund,  was  held  at  Ramah 
on  the  9th.  An  excellent  dinner,  prepared 
by  the  sisters,  was  enjoyed  by  all  present.  A 
three-piece  band  was  in  attendance,  and  part 
of  the  evening  entertainment  included  com- 
munity singing  and  square  dancing.  The 
Melchizedek  Priesthood  social  held  on  the  15th 
was  both  very  well  attended  and  enjoyed. 

The  Branch  Conference,  which  was  held  on 
the  17th,  was  attended  by  both  the  mission- 
aries and  District  Presidents.  Some  very  fine 
and  inspiring  talks  were  given,  and  at  the 
evening  session  we  had  the  pleasure  of  listen- 
ing to  the  Ramah  Choir.  Congratulations  to 
Brother  Johann  Brummer,  who  directs  this 
choir. 

Ramah  has  had  a  fair  share  of  accidents 
and  illness  this  past  month.  Brother  Alvara 
Phipson  and  his  family  were  involved  in  a 
motor  car  accident.  Brother  Phipson  and  his 
son  were  injured.  Colin  has  completely  re- 
covered, and  Brother  Phipson  is  progressing 
favourably.  It  was  very  nice  to  see  Brother 
Tex  Smith  attending  meetings  again,  as  he 
had  been  absent  for  some  time  due  to  ill- 
health.  Brother  Ivan  Muir  has  been  ill,  and 
Jan  Wrench  is  in  hospital  with  a  broken  arm. 
Derk  Kroesen  hurt  his  foot,  and  Michael 
Wrench  cut  his  head,  the  last  of  Ramah's 
accidents  to  be  reported. 

We  extend  hearty  congratulations  to  Denise 
Osborne  and  Theo  Rayner,  who  were  married 
at  Cape  Town;  to  Katrina  Brummer  from 
Pretoria  Branch  and  Jannie  Dagener,  who 
were  married  at  Ramah  by  President  Duncan; 
to  Janet  Brummer  and  Tommy  du  Toit,  who 
were  also  married  bv  the  President  at  Ramah. 


and  to  Dawn  Owen-Davis  and  Kenneth  Muir, 
who  announced  their  engagement  on  the  17th. 

The  Branch  has  had  a  triple  blessing  within 
the  past  few  weeks  in  the  three  lovely  baby 
girls  born  to  Sister  and  Brother  Ted  Oxley, 
to  Sister  and  Brother  Andrew  Louw,  and  to 
Sister  and   Brother  Johan    Brummer. 

LUANSHYA   BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Douglas   E.   Charsley, 
121  "F"  Avenue,  Luanshya,  N.  Rhodesia. 

Reported    by   Jeanne   Charsley. 

It  was  with  very  great  pleasure  that  we 
welcomed  President  and  Sister  Duncan  and 
family  and  Elder  Gary  D.  Forbush  to  the 
Copperbelt. 

A  Branch  Braaivleis  was  held  at  the  Chars- 
ley home  on  Saturday,  July  9th,  in  honour 
of  our  guests.  The  weather  was  a  little  nippy, 
but  the  evening  passed  pleasantly.  The  chil- 
dren put  on  a  delightful  programme,  after 
which  everyone  joined  in  the  games  that  kept 
the  circulation  going  briskly  until  the  Virginia 
Reel  and  refreshments  brought  the  evening  to 
a  close. 

Members  from  Nkana  and  Ndola  joined  in 
our  District  Conference  held  on  Sunday.  All 
enjoyed  the  splendid  talks  of  President  and 
Sister  Duncan  and  the  spiritual  revival  which 
Conference  always  engenders. 

Baby  Philip  Douglas  Munch  was  blessed 
by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  at  the  morning 
session  of  conference.  May  he  grow  up  to 
be  a  blessing  to  his  parents  and  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

We  were  very  sorry  to  bid  the  Duncan 
family  and  Elder  Forbush  adieu  on  Wednes- 
day morning,  but  felt  very  grateful  that  they 
took  the  two  thousand  mile  journey  from 
"Cumorah"  to  visit  us. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch   President:   Clarence  Doller. 
63  Heugh  Road,  Walmer,  P.E. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh. 

A  pioneer  social  was  held  on  Thursday 
night,  7th  July.  Decorations  included  a  camp 
fire  and  a  picture  of  the  Salt  Lake  Temple 
on  the  wall.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  priest- 
hood for  the  decorations,  and  the  refreshments 
to  the  Relief  Societv. 
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It  is  nice  to  see  Elder  Rump  back  again 
after  spending  a  few  days  in  hospital  having 
his  tonsils  out. 

Over  the  week-end  we  said  farewell  to  Elder 
Jenkins,  who  left  on  his  first  lap  home.  We 
shall  miss  him  here,  and  we  wish  him  a  safe 
and  happy  journey  home.  Elder  C'rowther  has 
arrived  to  take  his  place,  and  we  extend  a 
hearty  welcome  to  him,  and  hope  he  enjoys 
his  stay  here. 

Sister  Queenie  Allen's  baby,  Robin,  was 
blessed  by  Elder  Francis  on  Sunday  evening. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Nicholas  J.  Goosen, 
57  Van  Niekerk  Street,  Bellville. 

Reported  by  Mary  Dean. 

There  hasn't  been  much  activity  in  the  line 
of  socials  or  cake  sales  during  the  past  month. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  has  been  unusually 
quiet  here. 

It  is  with  very  great  happiness  in  our  hearts 
that  we  welcome  Brother  Minnie  and  his  eldest 
son,  Willy,  as  members  of  the  Church.  Our 
prayers  are  that  the  Lord  will  always  be  with 
these  faithful  members. 

Our  Branch  is  gradually  becoming  bigger, 
as  the  saints  from  Epping  are  meeting  with 
us,  and  we  are  sincerely  happy  to  have  them 
here  at  Bellville.  We  hope  that  they  like 
meeting  with  us. 

There  has  been  no  illness  among  the  mem- 
bers during  the  last  month  except  for  Elder 
Young,  who  had  sprained  his  ankle  very  badly 
during  a  basketball  game  against  Western 
Province.  He  is  as  fit  as  a  fiddle  at  the 
moment. 

On  the  10th  July  some  of  the  members 
attended  a  Fireside  given  by  the  M.I.A.  at 
Cumorah.  Those  of  us  who  attended  wish 
to  express  how  very  enjoyable  we  found  the 
programme  that  was  presented  that  evening. 

It  was  pleasing  to  welcome  Brother  Goosen 
and  family  back  from  their  three  weeks'  holi- 
day. We  also  wish  Brother  Edward  Jakins 
'     a  very  happy  and  restful  holiday. 

BENONI  BRANCH 

Branch   President:   Elder  Glen   S.   Osborne, 
131  Ampthiil  Avenue,  Benoni. 

Reported   by   Mary   Millan   Stark 

It  was  with  regret  that  we  bade  farewell 
to  our  branch  president,  Elder  Thacker,  who 
has  been  transferred  to  Pretoria  He  did  much 
to  improve  and  publicize  the  meetings  here, 
which  are  still  being  held  in  the  Masonic 
Hall.  His  place  has  been  taken  by  Elder 
Osborne,  whom  we  are  happy  to  welcome. 


Membership  is  increasing  in  this  newly 
formed  branch  and  more  baptisms  are  sche- 
duled to  take  place  shortly. 

Unfortunately  stalwart  members  have  been 
ill  and  attendances  have  been  affected.  Sister 
May  is  now  recovering,  Sister  Taggart  has 
just  returned  from  a  nursing  home,  and 
Brother  Bob  Stark  is  still  a  patient  in  the 
hospital.  Pixie  Bezuidenhout  has  been  brought 
home  from  hospital  in  time  for  her  wedding. 
The  Branch  members  extend  their  good  wishes 
to  the  couple. 

We  were  proud  to  be  able  to  hold  another 
Branch  Conference  when  the  District  Presi- 
dency attended.  Inspiring  talks  on  the  theme 
"A  house  that  is  built  on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid" 
were  given  by  Brother  I.  C.  Louw,  Brother 
Tex  Smith  and  Brother  Adendorff.  A  musical 
treat  for  this  branch  was  provided  by  Sister 
Signe  Smith  and  Mr.  Davies,  who  sang  solos. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott, 
10  Heron  Road,  Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wa  hi  burn. 

Building  fund  activities  for  this  past  month 
were  a  cake  sale  on  the  16th  of  July,  and  a 
Braaivleis  held  on  the  chapel  site  on  the  9th 
of  July. 

Among  the  many  thousands  of  people  who 
annually  come  at  this  time  of  the  year  to  our 
city  to  escape  the  severe  upcountry  cold 
winter,  were  Brothers  and  Sisters  Milne  of 
Bloemfontein,  and  the  Muir  brothers  of  Johan- 
nesburg. Brother  Schubach  of  the  Pieter- 
maritzburg  Branch  also  paid  us  a  visit. 

We  have  had  quite  a  few  people  on  the 
sick  list  this  month.  Little  Liddy  Preiher  has 
had  scarlet  fever,  and  chicken  pox  has  come 
to  the  Duncan  family  and  the  Cameron  family. 
Even  our  branch  president,  Elder  Elliott,  has 
been  ill.  However,  we  are  happy  to  say  that 
all  the  patients  are  now  well  on  the  road  to 
recovery. 

On  the  ltth  of  July  a  small  party  of  mem- 
bers and  elders  travelled  up  to  Pietermaritz- 
burg  to  wish  Elder  Galen  Jensen,  who  is 
slowly  recovering  from  polio,  a  very  happy 
21st  birthday.  It  is  our  prayer  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  will  strengthen  and  comfort 
him  from  day  to  day  and  grant  to  him  the 
full  return  of  his  health  once  more. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Alwyn   Hubert, 
129  Beach   Road,  Mouille  Point,  C.P. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

The  month's  activities  got  off  to  a  flying 
start  on  Friday,   1st  July,  when  the  branch 
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organised  a  games  evening.  This  was  an 
unusual  type  of  activity,  because  we  had  to 
pay  an  entrance  fee  for  all  games  in  which 
we  took  part.  The  fees  took  the  form  of 
prizes  for  the  carnival  which  is  to  be  held 
on  July  30th.  Games  and  refreshments  were 
enjoyed  by  all  who  attended. 

There  has  been  rather  a  lot  of  illness  in 
the  branch  this  month.  Sister  Newton  and 
Sister  Butt  are  both  making  good  recoveries 
from  recent  sicknesses.  Sister  Clarissa  Bibb 
has  returned  from  hospital  and  is  going  ahead 
nicely.  Brother  Thomas  Wilson  has  been  suf- 
fering from  a  severe  dose  of  influenza.  Sister 
Edith  Wiid  had  to  spend  a  few  days  in  bed. 
Sister  Tessa  Vandoros  has  been  in  a  nursing 
home,  and  Sister  Altha  van  Schalkwyk  has 
had  an  ear  infection.  Another  sufferer  from 
influenza  was  Brother  Hugh  Helm. 

We  hear  from  Sister  Zinn  that  Sister  Leonor 
and  Brother  Jan  Joubert  have  lately  become 
the  parents  of  a  little  daughter. 

We  had  a  very  pleasant  evening  on  Tuesday, 
5th  July,  when  the  M.I. A.  presented  Brother 
Theo  and  Sister  Denise  Rayner  with  a  variety 
of  African  knic-knacs  for  their  future  home. 

We  should  like  to  congratulate  the  young 
brethren  of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  who  re- 
ceived individual  awards  on  Sunday,  the  3rd 
of  July.  These  awards  were  for  the  faithful 
duties  of  these  brethren  during  the  past  year. 

Brother  Martin  Rayner  has  been  on  a  visit 
to  the  Transvaal  with  the  Ballet  Company. 
Sister  Jill  Welch  has  been  to  the  Eastern 
Province  during  the  school  vacation.  We 
have  also  missed  Brother  Frans  and  Sister 
Ivy  Fourie,  who  have  been  away  with  Pat 
and  Ivan. 

We  spent  a  very  delightful  hour  at  the 
Fireside  Chat  which  Was  arranged  by  the 
Junior  Gleaners  on  the  10th  of  July.  It  was 
a  treat  of  great  merit,  and  full  use  was  made 
of  the  musical  talent  to  be  found  among  the 
missionaries  and  in  the  Branch. 

Brother  Cristol,  Sister  Clara  Kendrick  and 
Michael  Terblanche  were  all  baptized  on  Sun- 
day, 10th  July. 

Brother  Hermann  Hubert  celebrated  his 
eight-first  birthday  on  14th  July.  We  con- 
gratulate this  gallant  old  gentleman  on  his 
splendid  innings. 

A  most  enjoyable  Pioneer  Social  was  held 
on  Saturday,  the  23rd  July.  The  programme 
was  introduced  by  a  reading  by  Sister  Beatrice 
Smith;  this  was  followed  by  the  re-telling  of 
two  pioneer  stories  by  Sister  Wiid  and  Brother 
Helm.  After  this,  Elder  Kennard  sang  the 
"Handcart  Song."  Hot  soup  and  rolls  were 
then  served  to  the  assembled  group. 


A  most  enjoyable  conference  was  held  on 
Sunday,  July  24th.  The  theme  of  the  con- 
ference was  Joseph  Smith.  And  all  who  at- 
tended were  spiritually  strengthened  by  the 
inspiring  talks  that  were  given  and  the  ex- 
cellent numbers  rendered  by  the  choir. 

Congratulations  to  the  girls'  basketball  team 
who  won  their  first  game  with  the  Gordons 
Girls. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 

Reported  by  Carol  Morrissey 

Although  we  are  not  yet  an  organized 
branch,  we,  the  members  of  Pietermaritzburg, 
are  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  being  repre- 
sented in  this  section  of  the  "Cumorah 
Southern  Messenger.'1 

We  have  had  a  little  bad  luck  this  month: 
Elder  Galen  Jensen  was  taken  ill  with  polio, 
but  we  are  pleased  to  report  that  he  is  doing 
fine  now.  He  should  be  out  of  the  hospital 
quite  soon,  and  according  to  the  doctors  he 
will  not  suffer  any  permanent  disability  and 
we  know  that  our  prayers  have  been  answered. 

We  are  also  happy  to  offer  our  congratu- 
lations to  Elder  Jensen  on  the  occasion  of 
his  21st  birthday.  And  we  would  like  to 
thank  the  elders  and  members  who  came  from 
the  Durban  Branch  to  cheer  him  up  on  his 
birthday. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Elder  Lewis 
Stokes,  and  we  hope  he  will  be  happy  labour- 
ing in  Pietermaritzburg  with  Elder  Quayle. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Winston  M.  Faux, 
51  Frere  Road,  East  London. 

Reported  by  Mona  McCallum. 

Brother  Melvin  Jubber  invited  members  to 
his  home  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  for 
the  usual  Fireside  Chat.  He  showed  us  films 
of  his  family  as  well  as  some  old-fashioned 
movies  he  had  in  his  collection.  These  latter 
were  greeted  with  much  laughter,  but  the 
progress  made  in  the  film  industry  was  ap- 
parent to  all.  Sister  Elaine  Jubber  served 
some  lovely  eats,  and  everyone  enjoyed  the 
evening. 

We  are  happy  to  report  Sister  Steele  is 
mobile  again,  and  we  pray  the  Lord  will  con- 
tinue to  bless  her  with  health  that  she  might 
be  able  to  attend  the  meetings,  from  which 
she  has  been  much  missed. 

We  were  sorry  to  say  goodbye  to  little  Peggy 
and  Mackie  Alexander,  who  left  East  London. 
They  had  made  fine  progress  in  the 
gospel,    and    although    they    are    now    living 
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where  there  is  no  branch  of  the  Church,  we 
pray  the  seeds  of  the  gospel  will  continue  to 
flourish  and   bear   fiuit. 

The  vmonth  ended  with  a  Pot  Luck  Dinner 
and  Dance  at  Brother  and  Sister  Human's 
home  to  commemorate  Pioneer  Day.  There 
were  heaps  of  lovely  food  and  many  surprises. 
The  children  enjoyed  themselves  playing  games 
while  the  grown-ups  danced. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch   President:   H.   Dec.   Hugo, 
51  Athlone  Avenue,  Springs. 

Reported  by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk. 

Once  again  our  Branch  Conference  was  a 
great  spiritual  as  well  as  social  success.  We 
were  most  happy  and  pleased  to  enjoy  the 
association  and  good  fellowship  of  our  beloved 
mission  president  and  his  good  family. 

The  conference  theme  for  the  day  was  "Be 
ye  Perfect,"  and  the  inspirational  addresses 
that  were  delivered  were  most  edifying. 

We  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
say  goodbye  to  Elder  Forbush,  thanking  him 
for  the  fine  help  that  he  has  given  us,  and  wish 
him  success  in  his  new  position.    At  the  same 


time  we  extend  a  hearty  word  of  welcome  to 
Elder  Lynn  P.  Walker,  who  succeeds  Elder 
Forbush. 

Mom  Futter's  amputation  was  so  successful 
that  she  thought  she  was  quite  capable  to 
drive  the  car,  thereby  losing  control  and 
mounting  the  sidewalk,  crashed  into  some  im- 
movable object  and  smashed  three  of  her 
ribs.     At  present  she  is  doing  well. 

We  unite  in  offering  our  sincerest  sympathy 
with  Mrs.  Cathy  Hugo,  wife  of  our  branch 
president,  in  her  recent  loss  of  her  aged  father 
who  passed  on  after  a  protracted  illness. 

We  unite,  too,  in  offering  Miss  Eunice 
Somerset  our  sincerest  sympathy  in  the  sad 
loss  of  her  mother. 

We  are  pleased  to  congratulate  Brother  and 
Mrs.  van  Heerden  on  their  recent  addition 
to  their  family 

District  President  I.  C.  Louw  motored  to 
the  Free  State  last  week  to  visit  with  the 
Wilsons,  and  he  reports  good  progress. 

We  feel  that  Rhodesia  and  the  Free  State 
are  now  affiliated  to  us  by  virtue  of  the  good 
Saints  who  have  moved  to  these  parts  from 
our  branch  and  therefore  feel  justified  in 
wishing  them  good  luck,  a  special  good  cheer 
and  Godspeed. 


STATISTICS 


BAPTISMS 

CHRISTIAN   KEVIN  BRUCE   COPELAND   was 

baptised  on  June  19th,  1955,  by  Christian 
Hendrik  Louw  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Wilfred  S   Wrench  at  Ramah. 

DOUGLAS  HULBERT  was  baptised  on  Juno 
19th,  1955,  by  Elder  Farrell  Ray  Monson  and 
confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Gerald 
L.  Henderson  at  Springs. 

HAROLD  EDMUND  MARTELL  was  baptised 
on  June  19th,  1955,  by  Elder  Paul  Manning 
Smith  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  B.  Kent  Taylor  at  Springs. 

MERINDA  GAIL  MUIR  was  baptised  on  June 
19th,  1955,  by  Elder  Orville  C.  C  rigor  and 
confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Gary 
C.  Forbush  at  Springs. 

THEODORE    HUTCHINSON    MARRIOTT    was 

baptised  on  June  12th,  1955,  by  Elder  Winston 
M.  Faux  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  Royal  L.  Christensen  at  East  London. 
FRANCES  ELIZABETH  WIGGLE  was  baptised 
on  Jun3  12th,  1955,  by  Elder  Frank  L.  Jenkins 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Farrell  Z.  Kump  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

ESTHER  JOHANNA  BARNES  was  baptised  on 
June  20th,  1955,  by  Elder  James  H.  Bean  and 
confirmed  en  the  same  day  by  President  Leroy 
H.  Duncan  at  Bellville. 


FELICITY  LORRAINE  MAGDALENE  BARNES 

was  baptised  on  June  20th,  1955,  by  Elder 
James  H.  Bean  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  C.  Larry  Tracy  at  Bellville. 

HUGH  HARRY  ERNEST  BARNES  was  bap- 
tised on  June  20th,  1955,  by  Elder  Ronald 
P.  Duncan  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  Brother  Noel  Storey  at  Bellville. 

DENISE  TAYLOR  was  baptised  on  June  18th, 
1955,  by  Elder  Ivins  T.  Schmid  and  confirmed 
on  June  19th,  1955,  by  Elder  Vern  L.  Halver- 
sen  at  Molteno. 

HAZEL  MOSTERT  SCOTT  was  baptised  on 
July  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  H.  George  Fredrick- 
son  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Jerald  Johansen  at  Durban. 

THOMAS  ERNEST  MOLONEY  was  baptised 
on  July  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Jack  D.  Fisher 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Ernest  Dee  Hubbard  at  Durban. 

MOYRA     CAROLINE     STEDMAN     MOLONEY 

was  baptised  on  July  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Ernest 
Dee  Hubbard  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Elder  Jack  Donald  Fisher  at  Durban. 

MINNIE  BOUCHER  NASH  was  baptised  on 
May  1st,  1955,  by  Elder  Bruce  G.  Erickson 
and  confirmed  or.  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Gary  E.  Elliott  at  Durban. 
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CHRISTIAN     JOHANNES     WILLEM     MINNIE 

was  baptised  on  July  10th,  1955,  by  Elder 
Jerry  S.  Young  and  confirmed  on  the  same 
day  by  Noel  Storev  at  Bellville. 

WILLEM  HELMUS  JACOBUS  MINNIE  was 
baptised  on  July  10th,  1955,  by  Elder  Jerry 
S.  Young  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  Earl  Hutchins  at  Bellville. 

CLAIRE  BLANCHE  KENDRICK  was  baptised 
on  July  10th,  1955,  by  Elder  C.  Larry  Tracy 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
James  H.  Bean  at  Mowbray. 

MICHAEL  LESLIE  TERBLANCHE  was  baptised 
on  July  10th,  1955,  by  Elder  John  R.  Ken- 
nard  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Brother  Hugh  Helm  at  Mowbray. 

JOSHUA  CRISTOL  was  baptised  on  July  10th. 
1955,  by  Elder  C.  Larry  Tracy  and  confirmed 
on  the  same  day  by  Alvin  Park  at  Mowbray. 

ALICE  MURIELL  HUMPHREYS  MARTELL 
was  baptised  on  June  19th,  1955,  by  Elder  B. 
Kent  Taylor  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day 
by  Elder  Paul  Manning  Smith  at  Springs. 

BLESSINGS 

ELMA  SANDERS,  daughter  of  Prank  Octavius 
Forbes  and  Elizabeth  Martina  Coetzer,  was 
blessed  on  June  5th,  1955,  by  Elder  Lynn  P. 
Walker  at  Pretoria. 

EDNA  SANDERS,  daughter  of  Frank  Octavius 
Forbes  and  Elizabeth  Martina  Coetzer,  was 
blessed  on  June  5th,  1955,  by  Elder  Donald 
G.  Spencer  at  Pretoria. 

BRIAN  FRANK  BOTHA,  son  of  William  and 
Madeliene  Thomas,  was  blessed  on  June  12th, 
1955,  by  Elder  Elmer  E.  Wilford  at  Welkom. 

SUSAN  ELIZABETH  BOTHA,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Madeliene  Thomas,  was  blessed  on 
June  12th,  1955,  by  Elder  Elmer  E.  Wilford  at 
Welkom. 

KAREN  GERDA  BIRK,  daughter  of  Erik 
Bjarne  Jens  Peter  and  Jean  Louise  Agnes 
Behrens,  was  blessed  on  July  3rd,  1955,  by 
Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott  at  Durban. 

LILIAN  MAGDALEN  DYASON,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Frederick  and  Hilda  Margaretha 
Swart,  was  blessed  on  July  17th,  1955,  by 
Brother  Alwin  Hubert  at  Mowbray. 

ORDINATIONS 

NICHOLAS    HERMANUS    VAN    STADEN    was 

ordained  a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 


on  June  19th,  1955,  by  Elder  Ronald  Ragsdale 
at  North  Western,  Transvaal. 

JOHN  C.  SCHELTEMA  was  ordained  a  Deacon 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  July  3rd,  1955, 
by  Andrew  F.  Four  if*  at  Mowbray. 

JOHN  HERBERT  ADENDORFF  was  ordained 
a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  June 
30th,  1955,  by  Elder  Robert  A.  Taylor  at 
Benoni. 

ALBERT  OLIVER  ADENDORFF  was  ordained 
a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  June 
30th,  1955,  by  Elder  Glen  S.  Osborne  at 
Benoni. 

JOHANNES  NICHOLAS  PHILIPUS  JUBBER 
was  ordained  a  Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood on  June  12th,  1955,  by  Elder  Gary  D. 
For  bush  at  Springs. 

RONALD  THOMAS  ROBBINS  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  July 
3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey  at  Bula- 
wayo. 

RICHARD  ISAAC  was  ordained  a  Teacher  in 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  July  3rd,  1955.  by 
Elder  Gary  D.  Forbush  at  Bulawayo. 

HENRY  ALFRED  FROST  was  ordained  a 
Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  July  3rd, 
1955,  by  Elder  Dean  R.  Lindsay  at  Bulawayo. 

WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  JUBBER  was  ordained 
an  Elder  in  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  on 
July  3rd,  1955,  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan 
at  Bulawayo. 

IAN  DOUGLAS  McCALLUM  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  July  3rd, 
1955,  by  Elder  Winston  M.  Faux  at  East 
London. 

WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  JUBBER  JR.  was  or- 
dained a  Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  July  6th,  1955,  by  William  Alexander  Jub- 
ber  Sr.  at  Bulawayo. 

MARRIAGES 

DENISE  MARGARET  OSBORNE  was  married 
to  Theo  Mark  Rayner  on  June  18th.  1955,  at 
Mowbray. 

DEATHS 

ANDREA  MARIE  BERGfi  died  on  July  1st,  1955, 

at  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S. 
QUINTEN  VINCENT  CAMPBELL  died  on  June 

1st,  1955,  at  Springs,  Tvl. 
DONALD  ALEXANDER  WILLIAM  SCHECKLE 

died  June  19th.  1955,  at  Port  Elizabeth. 


BOOKS 

"seek  ye  out  of  the  best  books  words  of  wisdom." 

FOR  YOUR  LIBRARY 

MATTHEW  COWLEY  SPEAKS £1/8/6 

FOR  TIME  OR  ETERNITY  by  Mark  E.  Petersen 14/3 

WITNESSES  OF  THE  BOOK  OF  MORMON  by  Preston  Nibley 16/- 

MISSION  BOOKSTORE 

"CUMORAH,"  MAIN  ROAD,  MOWBRAY,  C.P.,  SOUTH  AFRICA. 


US  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MBSSBNOB8  August.  1955. 

TABERNACLE  CHOIR 
TO  TOUR  EUROPE 


There  is  frenzied  activity  and  excitement  in  the  ranks  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir  these 
days,  as  on  August  10,  two  special  trains  pulled  out  of  the  Union  Pacific  depot,  and 
started  the  famed  musical  organization  on  its  history-making  trip. 

Some  370  singers  and  staff  members,  with  their  relatives  and  friends,  bringing  the 
total  up  to  approximately  625,  will  embark  from  Montreal  on  the  S.S.  Saxonia  on 
August  13  for  a  concert  tour  which  will  carry  them  through  the  British  Isles  and  into 
six  nations  of  northern  Europe. 

The  party  will  land  at  Glasgow,  Scotland,  where  the  first  concert  will  be  given,  and 
subsequently  will  sing  at  Manchester,  Cardiff,  Wales,  and  London  before  crossing  the 
Channel  into  Belgium.  The  tour  then  will  pass  through  Holland,  with  concerts  at 
Amsterdam  and  Scheveningen,  then  to  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  and  thence  to  Germany 
for  engagements  in  Wisebaden.  In  Switzerland  the  choir  will  present  concerts  in  Zurich 
and  Berne,  participating  also  in  the  dedication  of  the  new  temple  in  the  latter  city  on 
September  11.    The  tour  will  end  with  a  concert  in  Paris  September  17. 

Meanwhile,  the  preparation  for  the  epochal  journey  has  been  a  monumental  task. 
Under  the  direction  of  a  special  choir  tour  committee  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve, 
consisting  of  Elders  Mark  E.  Petersen,  Elder  LeGrand  Richards  and  Elder  S.  Bennion, 
countless  meetings  and  conferences  have  been  held. 

Many  preparations  have  been  made  by  W.  J.  Thomas  and  Elder  Paul  C.  Child  in 
arranging  transportation  and  accommodation  abroad  for  this  huge  party.  The  choir 
itself  has  been  busy.  For  months  they  have  practiced  twice  weekly  in  addition  to  the 
Sunday  morning  broadcast  sessions.  And  the  Tabernacle  organists,  Alexander  Schreiner 
and  Frank  W.  Asper,  also  have  laboured  long  hours  in  preparation  for  their  parts  on 
the  trip. 

Elder  Richard  L.  Evans  of  the  Council  of  theTwelve  will  represent  the  General 
Authorities  on  the  tour,  and  will  have  charge  of  each  concert  programme  which  generally 
will  follow  the  format  of  the  Sunday  morning  broadcast,  including  Elder  Evans'  "Spoken 
Word/' 

Because  of  the  difference  in  hails  at  various  places  on  the  tour,  and  the  lack  of 
uniformity  of  acoustical  properties,  the  choir  is  taking  along  its  own  sound  technicians 
and  specially  built  sound  equipment.  They  are  also  taking  with  them  specially  built 
cases  carrying  the  singers'  robes  and  music. 
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